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FORMATIVE AND SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Assessment refers to the wide variety of methods or tools that educators use to evaluate, measure, and
document the academic readiness, learning progress, skill acquisition, or educational needs of students.
Assessment is designed so that students understand their progress towards course goals and modify their
behavior in order to meet those goals. Assessment allows instructors to monitor progress towards

achieving learning objectives.

Types of Assessment

Formative assessment provides teachers with the
necessary data to adjust the learning process while it is
happening. It can be considered as a tool that identifies

misconceptions and learning gaps along the way and

assesses how to close those gaps. It includes effective tools for helping to shape learning, and can even
bolster students’ abilities to take ownership of their learning when they understand that the goal is to

improve learning, not apply final marks (Trumbull and Lash, 2013).

Aims of the formative assessment is to;

> monitor student learning

help students identify their strengths and weaknesses and target areas that need
work

I

improve teaching and learning

> provide ongoing feedback

> recognize where students are struggling and address problems immediately
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Examples of Formative Assessment

Think-Pair- . . Homework
Share Reflection Observation Assignment

One Minute Self/Peer

Case Stud
ase Study Paper Evaluation

Discussion

Concept Map

If you’re looking to use online formative assessments tools, here are some platforms you may

want to consider.

MENTIMETER ‘. Kahoot https://kahoot.it/

p:esecr:teaatt'gg get r;aal time ‘

input and feedback quzzes. [\ =) ICN(® Mentimeter https:/www.mentimeter.com/
polls. and so much more.

Pear Deck https://www.peardeck.com/googleslides

Create and run live l QUIZLET

POLL EVERYWHERE . a Poll Everywhere https://www.polleverywhere.com/
interactive %r:‘sem ' From flashcards to

Wooclap https://www.wooclap.com/

get real e teractive quizlet
0 from participants. ﬁs alittle ﬂﬁwumg
to engage students.

Quizlet https://quizlet.com/tr

ﬁ\'l

Go congr https://www.gocongr.com/

Socrative https://www.socrative.com/

Quiziziz https://quizizz.com/

Summative assessment measures what students have learned
at the end of an instructional unit, end of a course, or after some

defined period (Hargreaves, 2008). It can also refer to

ascertaining that the desired goals of learning have been met or

certifying that the required levels of competence have been achieved (Challis, 2005).
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https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/think-pair-share.pdf
https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/case-based-learning.pdf
https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/one-minute-paper.pdf
https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/concept-map.pdf
https://kahoot.it/
https://www.mentimeter.com/
https://www.peardeck.com/googleslides
https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://www.wooclap.com/
https://quizlet.com/tr
https://www.goconqr.com/
https://www.socrative.com/
https://quizizz.com/

Summative assessments can help instructors in two ways:

7

% Evaluate what your students have learned during the course,

7

% Understand how prepared your students are for the next academic year.

Examples of Summative Assessment

Figure 1 below shows the comparison between formative and summative assessment, exemplifying the

Final Project

means of assessing students.

Figure 1. Comparison of Formative and Summative Assessment

(Taken from Mahmud et al., 2019)
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Formative Assessment Recommendations

Below are attributes that have been identified from the literature as critical features of effective

formative assessment (Council of Chief State School Officers, 2008).

Learning Goals and Criteria for Success: Learning goals and criteria for success should be
clearly identified and communicated to students.

Descriptive Feedback: Students should be provided with evidence-based feedback that is
linked to the intended instructional outcomes and criteria for success. For further information,

please refer to Giving Effective Feedback.

Self and Peer-Assessment: Both self and peer assessment are important for providing students
with an opportunity to think meta-cognitively about their learning.
Collaboration: A classroom culture in which teachers and students are partners in learning

should be established.

Summative Assessment Recommendations

You can use a rubric to provide expected performance criteria for a range of grades. Rubrics
will describe what an ideal assignment looks like, and “summarize” expected performance at

the beginning of the term. For further information, please refer to Developing Rubrics.

Instructors can ensure that parameters are well defined such as length of the final
assessment, depth of response, time and date, and grading standards. For further information,

please refer to Designing Assignments.

You may consider assessing comprehensiveness. Summative assessments should enable
students to take into consideration the totality of course content, demonstrate synthesized skills
and make broad connections.

If instructors want to give a genuinely unbiased summative assessment, they can also consider
a variety of anonymous grading techniques. For example, you can use student personal
identification numbers, or ask students to write their names on the back of the last page of their

exam paper.
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https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/giving-effective-feedback.pdf
https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/giving-effective-feedback.pdf
https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/developing-rubrics.pdf
https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/designing-assignments.pdf
https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/designing-assignments.pdf

Both formative and summative assessiments are essential. They are used shmultaneously

n educational settings, You wneed to create a balance between formative and summative

assessment strategles to drive maximunm results from Your students.
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