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Flipping an introductory architecture course 

 

 

 

 

ARC 141 – Introduction to Arts and Architecture 

3 ECTS; 2 h / w  
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Architectural education is open to Flipping by its very nature. 
 

Design studios are at the core of architectural education.  
Design studios are active learning environments where students learn 

by doing.  
 

Such an approach immediately creates a learning culture which is based 
on active learning where students are challenged to take responsibility, 

to solve complex problems and develop their individual character as 
designers while being able to work in group environments.  
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A design studio is not a course where information is given and the 

students are expected to learn and use that information.  
 

It is a collaborative learning environment. Students and instructors 
share this environment as designers with different levels of experience. 

 
 It is thus interactive and a learning process for all parties involved.  
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Thus, following the lead of design studios, flipping theoretical courses 
within the architectural curriculum and making them active learning 

environments should be almost natural.  
 

However, this is not necessarily the case.  
 

There is a wide gap in pedagogical approaches used between design 
studios and theory courses within architectural education  

(Allen, 1997; Chiuini, 2006; Smith, 2004; Oakley, B, Felder, R M, Brent, R; Elhajj, I, 2004).  
 
 

non-studio courses are mostly conventional lecture courses 
 

Within this context, it is an important challenge to find ways to develop 
non-studio courses as active learning environments.  
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This is an introductory course into the understanding and appreciation 
of arts and architecture.  

 
The main purpose of the course is to familiarize the students with the 

universe of arts and architecture through the discussion of major 
works and concepts, critical ideas and influential creators both as 

individuals and groups.  
 
 
At the end of the course, students will understand that all artistic 
creation can only be understood and evaluated within their social, 
political, cultural and economic contexts of their societies.  
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Learning objectives of Introduction to Arts and Architecture 
 
•Familiarize the students with major works; artists and architects as well 
as and concepts and ideas  
•Develop critical thinking skills  
•Develop students’ terminology of art and architecture  
•Develop a contextual understanding of works of art and architecture  
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ARC  141 has been conducted four times 
 

Fall 2014  (6) 
Spring 2015 (16) 

 
Fall 2015 (40 + 35) 
Spring 2016 (12) 

revisions 
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intended structure of the course 
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actual structure of the course 
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revised structure of the course 
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original Assessment: 
 
Presentations in class:     25 points 
Mid-term paper:      25 points 
Final exam:      50 points 
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Revised Assessment: 
 
Questions on Blackboard:    20 points 
Presentations in class:     20 points 
Mid-term paper:      20 points 
Final paper:      40 points 
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Example flow 
 
 

theme: process (time) 
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1: before class – introduction of the concept, a short video 
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2: before class – questions: 
 

can we use TIME as a material in architecture? 

3: before class – answers and feedback: 
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4: in class – discussion of examples of students 
 

5: in class – introduction of new examples and background, discussion 
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6: in class – group work - ‘puzzles’ 
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6: in class – group work - ‘puzzles’ 
 



Arda Inceoğlu – Flipping an introductory architecture course MEF UNIVERSITY 26 

6: in class – group work - ‘puzzles’ 
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7: in class – presentation of ‘solutions’ 



Arda Inceoğlu – Flipping an introductory architecture course MEF UNIVERSITY 28 

Example flow 
 
 

theme: reality (representation of human form in art) 
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1: before class – introduction of the concept, a short video 
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2: before class – questions: 
 

how realistic is the representation in the given image? 

3: before class – answers and feedback: 
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4: in class – discussion of examples of students 
 

5: in class – introduction of new examples and background, discussion 
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6: in class – group work - ‘puzzles’ 
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It needs to be said that flipping any course seems to be a process that 
takes a few semesters to adjust to the specific needs of the course, 

pedagogical inclinations of the instructor and behavioral habits of the 
students.  

 
How to design a flipped theory course is itself a learning process since it 

seems to be field and culture specific. 
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It is clear that taking the instruction out of the classroom in the form of 
a video and expecting the students embrace that new learning structure 

fully is not realistic just by itself.  
 

Depending on the students’ secondary education culture and the field 
they are studying, methods to make sure they interact with the before-

class material need to be developed. 
 

 In the case of that course described, the introduction of assignments 
students need to do after watching the videos and before coming to 

class worked well.  
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The flipped structure seems to be effective in an introductory theory 
course such as the one described here.  

 
In all four iterations of the course, students were very willing to get 

involved in class activities, discussions and group work.  
 

With the final adjustments, it was observed that more students would 
come to class prepared. Thus, it has been possible to follow the original 

course plan to the full extent and reach educational objectives.  
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The Flipped structure benefits the students in a theory course due to 
the very strong interaction between students and instructor as well as 

between students themselves.  
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